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REFS: A) PARIS 17965, B) STATE 95668 

1 . REQUEST EMBASSY CONVEY EOLLOWING VIEWS OE UNDERSECRETARY 
COOPER TO FROMENT-MEURICE. 

2. WE ARE CONCERNED BY INDICATIONS AT JUNE 5 ZAIRE MEETING 
(REF A) THAT FRENCH PLANNING TO USE JUNE 23-24 EXPERTS 
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GROUP MEETING FOR DISCUSSION OF ORIGINAL GISCARD PROPOSAL 
EOR NEW EUND EOR ECONOMIC ASSISTANCE TO AERICA. U.S. EX- 
PERTS AT MEETING WILL ONLY BE PREPARED TO HELP IDENTIEY 
OPPORTUNITIES FOR A COLLABORATIVE EFEORT ON PROJECTS AS WE 
AGREED IN THE COOPER-FROMENT-MAURICE CONVERSATION APRIL 10 
(REF B). WE NEED CLARIEICATION IE ERENCH PLANNING TO HAVE 
MEETING GO BEYOND AGREED PURPOSE. 

3. OUR AGREEMENT TO ATTEND EXPERTS' GROUP MEETING WAS BASED 
ON UNDERSTANDING REACHED IN APRIL CONVERSATIONS. THERE 
APPEARED THEN TO BE RECOGNITION OF U.S. INABILITY TO JOIN 
NEW MULTILATERAL ASSISTANCE INSTITUTION WHICH WOULD POOL 
EUNDING. SUBSEQUENT US-FRENCH CONTACTS HAVE RE-EMPHASIZED 
THE IMPORTANCE OE THE NEED EOR DONOR PROGRAMS IN AFRICA BUT 
THESE HAVE NOT CHANGED OUR JUDGMENT THAT A NEW FUND IS NOT 
NECESSARY AND PARTICIPATION WOULD NOT BE FEASIBLE IN OUR 
CASE. THERE ALSO APPEARED TO BE AGREEMENT IN APRIL THAT 
MAJOR WESTERN DONORS TO AERICA COULD INSTEAD MAKE THE 
DESIRED POLITICAL IMPACT THROUGH COLLABORATION ON HIGH 
VISIBILITY PROJECTS ADDRESSED TO AERICA'S IMPORTANT 
DEVELOPMENT PROBLEMS. WE CONTINUE TO BELIEVE COORDINATED 
DONOR ACTIONS CAN ACHIEVE HIGH VISIBILITY AND BE IMPLE- 
MENTED QUICKLY THROUGH COLLABORATIVE APPROACH. VANCE 


CONEIDENTIAL 
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